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Affirmation’s ThirtyYears/in the Christian LGBT Movement

Clearly, [therelaleldverfdurldecadesldf
historyréflectinglthe [dsbian, [ghy,
bisexual,[ttansgender,lahdlglieer
Christian[movement. [Actitical [phrt[of
ourlidentityab[ahy[iddividual [dr
organization[id[tdkhow[ahd[uhderstand
our[history.[Beyond[thelabvious[rkasons
thatwelhbpe[nbt[tb[make[the sime
mistakes[alr[bhve[tb[rkinventlwhatwe
already[hhd[idvented, (historylidlalso[al
sourcelofmeaning, [the idterpretation[of
how[we’velcbmel[td bk wherelahdwho
welafe.

Welid [the[Movement” [bhveldften
tended[nbt[td think[tbo [much@aboutldur
history—sometimes [[think ilharas
becauseMeMerelsblilimersedlidthe
present[thatiflwtas [difficult[tdstep bhck
and[gkt[alsénseldfwhereWeMere,
whereWelchme[fdlom.[Sbmetimes[id's
been ke [management B [ckisis—what
immediate, [uhpredictablenkeds(slirface,
demandingldurlattentionWhen Wemight
have[bkenidtending[tb[directlourlefforts

andlrésourceslelsewhere.

Within[the st fdwykars, [the [ksbian,
Gay, Bisexual,ahd[MransgenderReligious
Archives[Network (LGBTRAN)[at
Chicago[Theological [Seminarywas
foundedlatalgtasslrbots, [attivistlventure
tolpkomotelahdlcbnservelthe historylof
LGBT [rtligious[Movements. IIGBTRAN
islalrésourcelcknterahd[idformation
clearinghousefor[preservinglrécords[of
LGBT [rtligious[Movementsmthilelalso
encouraginghistoricallstudy. More
information[mhay [bk fdundat

www.Igbtran.org.

Welak[Affirmation [hhve[iditiated [durlawn
OralHistory[ploject,lahdlektablished[dur
official latchivesat[Drew Mniversity. [We
continueltblehcouragelpkopleltbldonate
their[phperslahdlahyldther[rélevant
information[tb[thelatchives.[Welalelalso
alslipportinglmember[af[IGBTRAN.

Across[the[@hristian [IGBT [mhovement,
therelatelalgteat(deal[dfldverlapahd
intersectinglelents.Many [[IGBT [pkople
think[df[Stonewall[ak [bking[alctitical
precipitatinglebent[id firtheringghy
rights.

ForlthoseldflukWho[ale[Qhristian, e
may [wish[tb[citelahlehrlierlelent, [dne
thatldccurred(id [Shn[Eranciscolid (IP64
throughlthe[@lideMrbanQenter,[ahd
resulted[id the Fdunding[of the [fiFst
nationalldrganization[tbaHdressthe
concerns|oflldsbian[ahdlghy [Qhristians
and[their[fliends—the[Qouncillah
Religion[ahd[the [Homosexual.[MDel
Martin[ahd [Phyllis[Myon, ltdvo Fdunders[af
the[Daughters[ofBilitislahd
internationally khown, Mereidtegral
participants[id [this[elolution[(Activists
since[IB55,ahd[id [dterykarshbnored
repeatedly, idcluding [Est [fll [at [the
National[Gay[ahd[[ksbian Mask [Ebrce
Creating[GQhange[@Qonferencelid[St. [buis;
and[the[firstlcbupletd bk married[id Shn
Francisco [dstlykar). MetwWeMould
acknowledgelalsothat[the[vbiceslahd
actionsofthose ho Fventbefore” [this
dateMerelctitical [tb[the [gknesis [af [dur

movement.

Thelpurposeldflthe [Qouncil lah [Religion
(Continued[ahlphge(4)
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ResponsiveCall to Faithfulness

Welkhocked...

Noldnelahswered.
Welkhockedllduder...

Someonelshouted,¥Goaway!”
Welkkptlkhocking. ..

Theythrew(garbage[at[usfitom the

windows.

WelbhngedllduderlahdIduder-...
Theylcursed[andbhockedus.

Welshoutedforthem[tdlopenltheldoor...
Theylthreatened[usWithlviolence.

Weltlirned[alvay, féarful[ahd[discouraged. ..
Alvbicelshid,"Keepdnocking!”

Welatked, [ Why? They [don’twant[uk[id [there!”. ..
“Pll[Be With ybu! DIl knockWithlybu!
Keepkdnocking!”’

“Wholalelybu?” [weldemanded.
“Imltheldnelybulskek!
Keepkdnocking!”’

“Why [should We[khock[iflybu’relalready [with [uk?”
“Keepknocking!” [shidthe[vbice,
“liwant[tb[sktithem[fieeltbo!”

Solelkkeplkhocking...

AndWe’lllkeepldnockingfbr(akIbdnglals

welneed[tbllknock.
Maybelthey’ll[dpen(theldbor...
Maybel[they’llicome[dutland[join[uls.
Welchn[hbpe.
Yes, Welchn[hope!
Luke [Tl :[(RITITI0
Happy[Anniversary [Affirmation!!!

Note:[This[itany [that Was[alphrt[dfldur BDth[Anniversary [Event(this

last[April id [bs[Angeles. [MHidlalWonderful [késtament [af what
Affirmation[idlallabout.

Affirmation

Newsletter

This[Affirmation [nkwsletter[id[al
quarterly[plblication.

Only[Affirmation’s[elected
spokespersons[may[répresent
theldfficial [pbsitions [of [this
organization.[@pinions[hkre,
signed[dr[uhsigned, [atelthose
oftheriters, ahd[db [nbt
necessarily[rkpresent(the
opinions[df[Affirmation.

ColEditors:

JanDelap

Diane[Delap
©[2005 [Affirmation: [Mnited
Methodists for[ksbian,[Gay, Bisexual,
&[Mransgender@oncerns;
POBox[D2 |
Evanston, [IL[6D204.
www.umaffirm.org

Mission[Statement

Aslahiddependent[vbice [of
Lesbian,[Qay, Bisexual,
Transgender,[ahd[Queer
people, [Affirmation[rhdically
reclaims(thelcbmpassionate
and[ttansforminglgbspellaf
Jesus[@hristb[rElentlessly
pursuingfilll idclusion[id [the
ChurchlasMeljdurneyWiththe
Spirit[id[cleating[God’s[bkloved
community.

AdoptedJdnuary[2005
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Affirmation30th[Anniversary Celebration
ByMirginiaHilton

Theparlor”[atHollywood United[Methodist[@hurch Was[ldvingly [decorated With
pots[dflphnsies, albliffet[of[fihger fdod, [ahd [chndlelightfbr [the BDthahniversary [of

Affirmation.

The[Rev.[Ed[Hanson[strved(at [ghacioushbst fdr [a[Family [rtunion” [of ftiends [ahd
supportersWholldughedlahdctiedlabWelrkmemberedlthelstruggletbmakelthe
United[Methodist[Ghurchlapenlahd affirmingfor IGBT [pkople.

The[Rev.[JéanneKnepper [hklpeduk[rémemberlalhistory[that[startedid (1D 75, With
alféwlcburageous|ghy[menlahdldsbiansholchmeltbgetherfor[slipport,[ahd[td
fightlthe [hkterosexism[ofthe denomination,[elidenced[id [the idfamous[[seven [dst
words,” [ofthe[Sbcial Principles, [idserted[during[General [@Qonference, [1972,[..we
do[nbtlcbndonelthe [pkactice [of(Albmosexuality [ahd[cbnsiderifidcompatible ith
Christian[téaching.”

Michael[@ollinslahd[Peggy[Harman erelthe [cfficial spokespersonsidthose[ehrly
years.[Many[pkopleMere[nbt[fdeetb bk [abenaboutholthey ere, blutlthe
Affirmation(ghtherings[plovided[alldvinglslipportiveplace[tdbk.

ThisWas[sb[ttue Fbr [mhy Fdmily [at [the [Affirmation Witness[at[@eneral [@onference
in[1P80, lid IAdianapolis. MotIdngbkfore, [dursbn, Phil, hhd[cbme[dut[td [k, [ahd
soWelbkcame phrtloflthat[“pay[ahd [dsbian[chucus.” [Brucelahd [hhd[alhhrd(time
getting[alchbltb[tdke[uk [td [the[El [RanchoMotel,MherelAffirmation [as[meeting.
“Youldbn'tiant[tdlgblthere!” [hk[sdid, [speaking[ofthis[motel [that[rnted rboms
by [the [hbour! [Buthatlalrich, [ife[changinglekperience Fbr [uk. MEvery [night
AffirmationMould(ghther[td[hkar [Mhathhdbhppened[thatdhy atthelcbnference,
share[stories[of[phinahd[réjection,ahd[sing. [Atfirst [didn’tkhow [theldther
straightlcbupleMholjdined(thelclrclelelerynight, Butlquicklyldarnedthey ere
Bishop MellahdMucilleMWheatley.They[also [hhd[alghy [sbn.[Mhey [shngWith the
rest,[WelatelalgkntleIdving[pkople, [ahd e [atelsinging, [singing br [cur [iVes.”

Someloffluk[at[the [phrty[erelrémemberingthe [Meeting [af[Affirmation[at [St.
Paul’slMClidDenver,id[1082,Mhen alplanWas[plesentedfdrrkachinglidtoldcal
churchesltdldarnmorelaboutlahdlatceptlghy ahdldsbian[pkople.[{In[those [dhys
welbhdn’tlybtlcbnsidered(thelstopeloflthelidjustice [doneltd Bisexual ahd
transgender[pkople.) MarkBowman[ahd Beth Rlichardson[ldd [uk throughal
structurelforbBecominglalrkconcilinglcbngregation. Was [phrt[ofthelgtoup
commissioned[tblcbme[up With sbme[kind [oflalnkwsletter [that Mould bk
supportive [of[this [k dgling[Reconciling[Qongregation [Program. [chn [hlear [B).
Styleslybt, [idsisting[that e [bhve [alqliality [Magazine, [nbt[just altvo [phged Inkws
sheet. [Mhat[Was(the Birth[ffMannaEbrTheJdurney.” [{Twolykars [dter the [title
changed[tb[OpenHands.”) [Welckrtainly [gbtlthat[qlality [dagazinelahd[al
structurelahd[mhovementlthat(bhs[rhdically idfluenced[the[denomination.

My [dkfinition[oflalshint[id[dneMhohhs bken Hithful tb[the[gbspel [dfldve ahd
justice,[ahd[atthe 3Dth[ahniversary[phrty elspentsbmeltime lnhming[those[shints
of [Affirmation. [lain [grateful Edr [the itness [of [all [Affirmation [dembersWho[ghve
solmuchoflthemselves(todlthe struggle,[ahd[Whocbntinueltb[dbsb. Withoutlthe
vision[Affirmationhhdid[thoselehrly [dhys, WeMouldn’t[bhveldur [Reconciling
Ministries[Network[ahd[the [ReconcilingMinistries[Qlergy, Phrent’s[Reconciling
Network,[Peopledf[@olorfdrahIhclusive[@hurch,[Mosaic, lahd[dthers Who Work
forlahlobenlahd[idclusive[church.[Welsinglehthusiastically [id those [Affirmation
meetings[df[the[80s,Can [wWe bk [ike drops [ofwWater, flling[ah [alstone?” [bklieve
thelstone[BWearinglalvay. (We nked[Affirmationahd &l [the [dther [gFoups [td
continue[td [bk [Eithful kb [the Work [ [justice for [IGBT [pkople.

Happy3Dth[Anniversary, [Affirmation!
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Affirmation’s IIhirtyII\ears (Continued[flom[phge D)

and[the[HomosexualWas[tb[pFomotelalcbntinuing
dialogue lbktweenthelchurchahdthe hbmosexual,
andluhderstandingldflthe blroad vhriations[ahd
manifestations Mlithin [the [spectrum [of[himan
sexuality. [IdWas[the [filstlokganization [t uke the FH”
word[id ifs[title. [Moday’s [akrganizationsbbth Mithin
andMithoutlthelchurchbkar Mitness[tblthelsliccess
oflthe[@ouncil’s[plrpose.

Affirmation[ahd United[Methodism [Was [nbt [the [filst
toldeal Mith[these[idsues[id Blatantly [pliblic ways, [blut
soon[theyWould bk [affectedas Well. [Dther
denominationserefdrminglarganizations,
committees, [eVents, [ahd[eHucational [cksources. [[By
1971, [Rlev.[Genelkggettlahnouncedhis
homosexuality,[ahd Was[slispended fdlom [the
Southwest[Mexas[@onferenceldflithe WMCI(A lykar
prior[tdthefirstlchanges[id [The Book[df[Discipline[at
the[IP72[General[@onference).[ln [1H72,[When
conservative fdrces[id the[UMClplevailedltbstop
motive flom [cbntinuing[td [bk [pliblished—a
denominational lybunglaHultimagazinefdcused(dn[the
forefrontldflcbvering[sbcial usticelid [the lchurchlahd
society [throughthe [(TP50s [ahd [1960s—the [mhagazine
stafflchoseltb[devote[the [fihal [tWo [iSsues[td
lesbianism [ahdfdministlcbncerns[ahdtd [ghy [men. TR
1974, [the [MMC[Qouncilloh Mouth MinistryaHopted|al
resolution[declaringthathbmosexuality should[nbt
belalbhrltbldrdained[ministry.

Outloflthislcbntext, [General[Qonferencelldgislation
and[manylather [situations, [the [Gay [United Methodist
CaucusMasfdrmed[id 1075 [id [Evanston, Minois, [dter
becoming[Affirmation. [Affirmation, fdlom the
beginning, lhhs[bhd[aldiverselcbnstituencylid [térms[af
thosehoMouldlplefertbIdavelthelchurchlahd
thoseWhoManttblchangelthelchurch.
Consequently,[dur[historyahdlourMorkréflectthat
mix. [Dftenldurorklséems[driven by the fdurykar

cycleldf[@eneral [@Qonference.

Inlthisnkwsletter, WeMouldlike td[share ithybu
some [df[dur historyrélatedtdlaurattionslalound
General[Qonferenceldver[thelphstlthirty lykars. [At
thelsdime[time, Welabk lybu lnbttd Fdrgetall aflaur
otherMork[réflecting[dur [mission, lahd e hbpetd
share[more[of[that [id [Qur [nkxt[nkwsletter.

(Somelidformation fdom [this[atticlelidlekcerpted
from[@penHands,Winter[1590.)

Pagel4 Affirmation

AFFIRMATIONIACTS!

The[l972[Generall@onference
firstldeclared,weldo[notlcdondone
thelpracticeldfllomosexualityland
consider[this...to[Belihcompatible
with[@hristian[tkaching.”

There[Was[no voiceforIésbian,(gay,
bisexual,[and[tlansgender[deoplelih
The[United[Methodist[Church.
WelWorkedtbgethertbfbrm

AFFIRMATION,[EOUNDEDI975.

As[General[@onferencesvoted
morelrkstrictively, IGBTQ
United[Methodists[Were
often[isolated@andWithout
supportlih[theirIbcallarea.

AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Starting[andrksourcinglbcal
chapterslalcross[the[nation.
Thelll984[Generall@onference
ruled[that[@selflavowed practicing
homosexuals” [cannotBHeUMldergy.

AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Inviting(Ibcallchurchestb[Hecome
Reconciling[@ongregations,explicitly
welcomingdf([lGBTQ[people.
Thelll988[Generall@onference
finally[Moted[tb [study [Homosexuality.

AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Insisting[that[dommittee
memberslihclude[aind [thlkWith [us.
Thel[ll992[Benerall@onference
refused[tblisten(tb[IGBTQvbices.

AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Demonstratinglduring[thelplenary
that[The[StonesWill[Cry©Out!”
Thel[ll996[BGenerall@onference
outlawed[®ceremonies(that
celebrate[(Homosexuallunions.”
AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Creating[@ovenant[Relations[Nletwork
(CORNET)ldn[line,[arguing[Hefore
thelJlidicial[@ouncil,@andfbunding
Valentine’s[Day(skrvicesfbrcouples.
The[2000[Generall@onference
reaffirmed[discriminatoryIégislation.

AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Participating[ih[civil[disobedience,
andlrkaching[dut[tb[domfort
and[Heal[GC[Wounds.
The[2004[Generall@onference
heard[vbices[dflelxclusion
and[division[getting[lbuder.
AFFIRMATIONI[ACTED!

Joining[the[Prayer Vigilldutside
and(the[®River[df(Llife”’ [dn[the
conferencelfloor,[andlrkvitalizing
ourlvision[fbr(the[fiiture.

AFFIRMATIONIACTS!
YESTERDAY,[TODAY,
TOMORROW...
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Beth[Stroud's[Appeal

Affirmation[Qo[Spokesperson's[ditial Response[tb [the Decision [dn Beth [Stroud's[Appeal
April2D,2D05

“AfterMaitinglalmost[tiventy fbur [hbursfdrthe [@Qommittee [oh [Appeals[td [cbmplete[its [deliberations[ahd
announceits [decision, [ktarted tbfdel hbpeful [that, [maybe [sbmething[pbsitive Would[cbme [of [this
decision;[that[discussion[must[bk[gbing[dn [in [the [cbmmittee [réview] ahd [nbt[just[dead [ehded. [Still, [id
was[With[mixed[shirpriselahd[ctlief[that [many[of[uk [hkard [their[decision [t [rkverse ahd [sét[abide [the
former[vkrdictlahd[pknalty.”

“Notlthat[the[struggle[iSldver, [drBeth's[strugglelidlaver,” [she [réflected, Cbut[sbmeone [hhs [hkard[that
therelateldther[spiritually léd[pkrspectives. [Ekpecially What[iflmdeans [t [Welcome [fill [phrticipation [of
everyone[at[all[dvels[oflthe church. [While WeWould [dve [tb bk [réjoicing [at [this [ictory’ [idlstil | fdels ke
crumbs[ftom[the [Ghurch,Whenwe're blingry for[the Bread [of [[ife.”

(Mhe [Rlev. [Peggy[BGaylord,[Qo[spokesperson[df(Affirmation: Mnited Methodists fbr [ksbian, [Gay,
Bisexual,[ahd[Mransgender@oncerns

AlLetterfromBeth [Stroud/toherSupporters
Tuesday, [May (3] 2005
Dearl[fdiends[ahdfEmily,

| imetWithBishopMarcusMatthews[tbday. i light [of[Est Week'sappeals committeelrilling, [k [rkturned
my[drdination[ctedentials[tb[nhe, [ahd[cffered melahlappointment:[abasociate[phstor[at[Elrst[MUnited
Methodist[@hurchldf Germantown, With fill[rightsahd[césponsibilities [df[ah [drdained[mdinister. |ldkclined
to[bk[appointed, Which [Mill[ekplain [albit[more [below.

Bishop [Matthewslalso[tbld[nhe [tbday [that (hk [Will Bk [appealing[dstweek's rulingltd [the Judicial [@ouncil [of
the[United[Methodist[Ghurch.

|lekpected(that[my[chse Would[gbtb[the Judicial [Qouncil. [HiS[alchse thatlcbuldbhvelihplicationsfdr[the
entirelchurch,lahd[sb[idlidldnly rightfdr(thelchurch'shighest[udicial bodyltbreview it [Mtustthat Bishop
Matthews Will [cbntinue [tb[sée[that[the [chse [id[plrsued(id [the [most civillmanner[pbssible.

HerelidWhy[declinedBishop Matthews'[dfffer[tblappointlme[tb[First United[Methodist[@hurchdf
Germantown: [AcceptinglahappointmentWouldlmean taking[up[the [ministryahd[alithority [offah[attive,
ordainedl[elder(idthe churchhile[ny[chse[id[still [id [pFocess[ahd[the [autcome iSluhcertain. [Mdo[nbtWant
my [drdination [td [bk [alsymbol [afwho is[Wwinning” [dr [osing” inlalcbntroversy[atlahy[given ldhoment.
When [db [plut[my [rbbes [bhck [ah, whether [thatlidlat [the [cbnclusion [of [nhy [chse [dr [id [alnlimber [offykars
when thelGeneral[Qonferencelchanges its [uhjustIdgislation, [Mant[that[tb[Be simply[alsymbollcfithe
sacred[ttustlamong[nhe,[God, ahd[the[drger[church.

| will[cbntinue[sérving[id [mhy [rble [a$ [alldy [nhinister @t [EirstMnited Methodist[Ghurchlaf[Germantown [uhtil
my [chse[iS[cbncluded. [Dfficially, Mwill bk dn vbluntary [dave [of[absence, bt idlidal“leave [dflabsence”
from myl[duties[ab[ah[drdained [minister[oflthe [Annual[@onference[lhbt[alldave oflabsencefdom[Erst
United[Methodist[Qhurchof[Germantown.

WeWilllkeep [ybu [pbsted With [moreidformation as Welgb [along. [Mhanks, [t always, fbr(all[afyburIdve
and[players.

In[GChrist,

Beth[Stroud
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Coming/Qutlof the[Shadows: Beth Stroud's/Appeal
by MivianWaltz

“Christianity [dbes[nbt[abk [ub [td [Ve [id[the [shadow [of lthe [ctoss, [BLit lid [the [fire [of Titk [cteative
action.” (Teilhard[de[@hardin)

Something[ignited[during[the morning[afBeth[Stroud's[appeallah [April 2B.[Meilhard [de [Qhardin's
words[dn[the [flontlofthe bllletin fdr [the lnbontimecbmmunion[sérvice [stemed[td [fAn [alspark [of (hbpe
| feltflickeringithin[me. Maybe [klso [detected[itlid [the [e}yes [ofthe [hembers [ [Beth's [cbngregation
wholghtheredrbundl[the[table: [alkindling[df [aptimism, [alglimmer [af [ekpectation.

Then, lah[April2Dth, [the Northeastern Jurisdictional [@Gommittee [oh[Appeals[averturned(the
December[2][2004[dkecision [of[ah [Ehstern [Pennsylvania[@onference[ttial [cburt[td Withdrawl(the
Reverend(ldene[Elizabeth [Beth” Stroud's[clergy [cledentials. [IH [ah [Bltd [Tlrliling, [the [phnel [rkinstated
Beth s [alfilly [ckedentialed [phstor. [MH[did [nbt[question [the Idwer [cburt's fihdings [df[Ect, but[sdid [the
earlier[decision[hhd[vlolated [Stroud's[right[tb[due [pFocessbecause [the [denomination[hhs[nkver [clearly
defined[thetérmsCpracticinglhbmosexual” [dr [tatus.”

TheMord[Etatus” appears(id[The [Qonstitution [af The [United[Methodist[@hurch[uhder Elnclusiveness
oflthe[@hurch.” [Mhis[séction [idcludesalblroad[pledge [nbtltd discriminate loh [the [bhsis [of Face, [cblor,
national lakrigin, [status, [dr[ekonomiclcbndition.” [Stroud'sdefense [téam [hhd [thied[tb [atgue [id [the [driginal
trialthat [Chtatus” [idcludes[séxual [akrientation, Bt [the [aFgumentwas [disallowed (B [the [plesiding [bishop,
Bishop JdsephH.Meakel.

Thelappeals(phnellalso[siidthe Idwer [cburtlelredbly [cbnvicting[Stroudloh [the [bhsis [of (Paragraph
304.3,Whichlcbntains the [plohibition [af Chelflabowed, [pFacticinglhbmosexuals” [ak [United Methodist
ministers, [becauselthat[provision[cbnstitutes alnkwI(standard(dkr [riile [df [doctrine. [Ebr[alnkew[rhle[tb [be
elevated[td[the [status[dfldoctrine, [the [General [Qonference [mustvbte [that [idfid[nbtlcbntrary [tblahy
existing[standards.

Although[the[sliccessfullappealid[réason[tblcklebrate, [Many [pkople Morking fdridclusion [df ldsbian,
gay, [bisexual, [ahd[ttansgender [pkrsons[id [The [UnitedMethodist[Qhurchateréluctanttd[chll [itla]
victory.[[Atlthe [rkquest[af Bishop Marcus[Matthews[df[Ehstern[Pennsylvania, [the Judicial [Qouncil [Will
review [the[decision [oflthe[@ommitteelah [Appeals.

Thelshadow [dflekclusion [mhay bk [chst[aver [uk [ybtlagain, [ahd [perhaps [idlwill fdel [even [more [dppressive
after[this[témporary[réspite fdom[the[idjustice lof[Beth's[chse. [Butemust[step [dut[dfthe [shadow [of
thelctosslintolthe [Mireldflcleative attion.” [The Work[offusticeidinbtlabout[sliccumbingtbthe
shadows, [blutlidstead[bkinglehergized With [all[cbnsuming[phssion, [alblrning[fil-e ithin [k [that[chnnot
belektinguished.

Perhapswe[chn[slirviveid[the [shadows, butWe Mill lnkver [thrive [there. [We nked[td[cbme [dut! [The
prophetMalachilproclaimed(that[God[d[likeal“Fefiner's fire” [that blurns [avay &ll ihpurities [Within [uk.
Welchnnotlbk [afraid [tb [ive [id [the [blaze [df[God's [cleative [at tion [ahd (b G fhming fdrce [of
transformation [id lalur[United[Methodist[Qhurchahdlidcur World!

For[morelidformation, idcluding[allihk [t [the [illl [téxt[cF[the [decision [of [the[Gommittee [ah [Appeals,
andlekcerptsfdlom[the [pless[cbnferencelwith Beth [Stroudlilmediately fdllowing[the cbmmittee's
announcementoflits[decision, [please visit [Affirmation's Website [at Www.umaffirm.org.

The[Rev.Mivian Rl. Waltz[ilchair [ofthe [@ommunications[ommittee [df[the National [Qouncil lof
Affirmation:[Dnited[Methodists fbr[ksbian, [Gay, Bisexual, [ahd Mransgender[@oncerns, Idc.



http://www.umaffirm.org.
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BecomingImmortal

“What[we [bhve[dbnefdr[durselves[diesWith[uk;WhatWe [bhve [donefor[dtherslahd(the World
remains[ahdlidlilmortal”[atcordingltd[Albert[Pike. MostlpkopleaVoidthinkinglabout What
happens|after[they[hhve [phssedlah, blut[Affirmation’sWork[cbntinuesidto [the fdreseeable
future.

Many [off[uk [ate [deeply[ehgaged[id [this ork. [For sbme [off [uk, nbw Would Bk [algbod[time [tb
think[about[makinglalbkquesttd frther[Affirmation’s Morklidto[the fdture after [Welatelgbne.
Thelprocess[idsimple. MHlybuhhve [alclirrent[Will, Gsk lybur [attorney tb aHd[ah [amendment [
codicil) [specifying[aldbllar [gift[dr [alpkrcentage [oflybur [ektate [ak [algift [tb [Affirmation. [THybu
don’tlbhve[alclirrentwill, lnbw [might[bk [algbod [time [t [gkt[ah[attorneyahdwrite[dne. [Hclude
alplovision[td [hklp [uhderwrite[Affirmation’sWorkidto[the fdture. [Mour[attorney [chn [hklp [ybu
createalWilllthatlekecuteslybur Mishes. [Andldt[Affirmation khowlybulalemakinglalbkquest,
solthatwel[chn[thank[ybulploperly.

Iflybubhvelglestionsaboutlthis, [cbntact[Jim [Phlmquist[at (Bluemountain@entermail.net.

IflybuWould[like [tbhelp [uk[siipportlah[Affirmation [Planned[Giving [Program [With [dgal [ar
financiallekpertise, [also [gbt[id [tbuch [with [uk.

SpecialBoard of Directors Meeting

The[Board[df[DirectorsldfAffirmation:[United[Methodistsfdr[[ksbian, [Gay, Bisexual, [ahd
Transgender[@oncerns,dc., Will[hbld[alspecial [meeting[dn [Shturday, [Dctober[8] 2005, [at
2:00[plm.[atthe[@larendonHotellahdSlites,[4D | (W.[Qlarendon[Ave.,[Phoenix[AZ[8501 3. IAll
Affirmation[mhembers[at-elidvited[td[phrticipate[ahd/orsibmitlcbmments. [The [blusinessWill
includelcbnsideration[df[plFoposed(changes[td [the By [hws. [Mhesechanges[ate Being[sént[td
alllchirrent[phid[Members, [ahd[Will (Bk [aVailable [dn [the Website. [The Directorscbnstitute the

Affirmation[Qouncil.

PRAYERPLEASE

In[the [midst[df[many[cbncerns(an dur (hkartsthese[dhys...from[theviolence [ofWorldwide
conflictltdthelcbntinued[dppressionlekperienced by the [IGBTQlcbmmunity...we[abk player
for[Affirmation's[National [@QouncillMdembers, lover [bhlf[dfwhom [ateldealing[with [very
significant[[ife[challenges/changes[id [their [iVes[right lnbw. [As[phrt[dflyburlcbmmitment, [please
pray that[dur[dadership [bk[slistained[during[slich [times [of [pkrsonal ckises. [IH Ways
comfortableltdlybulpleaselcbnsider uking[the [Qouncil membership [ibtlelsewherelid [this
newsletter[td[playliddividually for [their [ife [durneys. [Eeel flee [td [alHd [the [Affirmation [Qouncil
names[td [player[ikts, [etc.

Thanklybu...from[the [Nominations/Leader[Development[Qommittee



mailto:bluemountain@entermail.net

YOUILAREIINVITED
TOUJOIN
AFFIRMATION
THISILABORIDAY[IWEEKEND
Where:

Reconciling Convocation
At
Lake Junaluska, NC
FOR:

A workshop on:
“Thriving in a Hostile World”

AND
An evening of dance and fellowship
When:
See Reconciling Schedule
SEE YOU THERE!

Affirmation
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ANOTHEROF OUR/GIFTED/ICLERGY SURRENDERSICREDENTIALS
By[HerbSnyderandJim[Palmquist

Itiwas[jdstlaboutfifty (o [ykars(afo[that[Randy [dnes was[ardained [ah [Elder[id [the Nlew York[Annual
Conferenceldflthe Methodist[GQhurcha$lalcburtesy [tb[the Mirginia[Annual [Qonference, here [hkhhd
beenldrdained[alDeacon[séveral lykars[plior. [Miwas [ah [February 24, 2005, [that [Randy [dnes [slirrendered
his[cledentials[td [Bishop Jdremiah Parkdfthe New Mork[Annual[Qonference, [after [tén [ybars[ofsérvice [ab
almissionary[idJdpan, [ahd[then [cbntinuing[his[ministry [at [alchaplain[at [@verlook Hospital [id Shmmit, New
Jersey,[atBergen[Pines[Qounty Hospitallid [Paramus, [New[Jérsey, [ahd [Presbyterian[Hospital [id [the [Qity [df
New Mork.[Mhere[hhs[been nb[résponse fdom Bishop Phrk[ab of[this Writing.

Randy, Wholrétired fdom attive sérviceid [1D91, [rbsides [with [this [Wife [Within [the [bbunds[of [Fhstern
Pennsylvania[GQonference[id[Macungie, [Pennsylvania.[MDeeply [steepedlid Methodism, Randy was [rhised[id
thelthen[drgest[Methodist[Protestant[Episcopal [@hurch[Sbuth[id [the Mirginia[Gonference, [the [Epworth
Church.[[@oming[dut[cflthe [mhilitary[ab alSkcondeutenantid (World [War [ [hk [cbntinued (his[education
at[Methodist[rklated[Randolph[Macon[Qollegeahd [Emory[@andler[Skminary, Where bk [réceived his
Bachelor[afDivinity[ahd Master [id [Education Degrees. [Aspiring[tb[missionary [sérvice, Randy [then went
onltd Yale[tb[studyJdpaneselcllture. [After [sérvinglid Jdpan, lhk[réturnedltbthe [United States, ahd
attendedMethodist[rklatedBoston [University [Skhool [of (Theology [tb [db [gFaduate Work. [Hwas [hkre [that
helfélt[alstrong[chll[td [hbspital [chaplaincy.

Why[then [iSlthe Rlev. Jdnesdaving[the [denomination [that[bhs[meantlsb [Much [t [him [aver [his[eighty
years!? [He[id[bffended by [thehlypocrisy [oflalGhurch that[shys [iflybu [ik, [ybu [chn Bk [alphstor; Bt [iflybu
tell[the[ttuth, lybulchnnot.” (4 (his[8tter [tb [Bishop [Phrk, [Randy [ekplained [that [hk [bhs “hoted [with [cbncern
the[movement[ofldur [@hurch[tb[the [right. [The[rkcent[decision [of [the [General [Qonference [nbt[td[drdain
thoseMholdpenly [plofesslalghy/lesbianrklationship entlagainstmhy [Beliefs. [The [decision [of [the [rbcent
court[id [Philadelphiatb[defrock [Rlev.[Beth [Stroud Was[shockinglahd [vkry[upsetting[td [nhe. [IH
demonstrated|thatlaur[@hurch[hhs[ckased[td bk [ah[idclusive [ohe, [ahd hhs [begun [alplocess [df[eliminating
thoseWho[db [nbt[fit [its [chosen[gioup. (lkchn [nb [dnger [cbntinue [id [gbod [cbnscience[id [slich [a[Ghurch.”

Welbhve[dstahother giftedclergy[person[dfhigh [Qhristian [chliber ahd [idtegrity! (How IdngWill [the
peopleldfiGoddtthepkrsecutionlahdlekoduslcbntinue?

Affirmation30®Anniversary Celebration Dance party
Saturday, September(3,2005at9:30pm
during(the
RMN Convocation
LakeJunaluska, NC

Dance[the[dight[@way [dt[the[Affirmation (30" [Anniversary[Celebration[MDance
party.[[Hosted [(by [ Cambridge[Welcoming[Ministries,[ fhe [INew[EnglandLAC
ministry[tb [the (GLBT Ldommunity, [this [Will (Be [an [dpportunity [tb [Iéave [(Hehind
stresses[ahd[disappointments(ahdl(cklebrate[the [fitst 3D [ykars ol [Affirmation.
LiveDJ
Refreshments
Fun/[[Fun [Fun
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weicome Go Hearbs on pire!

Commune with reconciling United Methodists
by the lake and mountains of North Carolina.

REFRESH OLD FRIENDSHIPS AND CULTIVATE NEVY ONES

REST, RELAX, AND RECHARGE
PRAY USING THE LABYRINTH

PARTICIPATE IN BODY AND SOUL MOVEMENT
Together, We will be . _ .

Singing out “God of Rainbow, Fiery Pillar leading where the
eagles soar™- as a rainbow community of faithful lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and heterosaxual disciples committed

to justice!
g QURS IS THE JOURMEY! Engage exciting leadars: Erin

Swenson, Jorge Lockwood, Bishop Richard Wilke, Bishop LAKE JUNALUSKA
Minerva Carcano, Beth Stroud, Anne Thompson Cook, LABOR DAY 2005
Bishop Susan Morrison

S5 | Setting sparks in motion with joyful worship, workshops, songs,

E== § stories, prayers, play, miracle momants, Friday forums and

[== | covenant groups for a hopeful people embracing the gifts of e T I

s the Holy Spirit. WAL P

m== 0 IT ONLY TAKES A SPARK! Expect insplration with: Youtha
Hardman Cromwell, Randy Miller, Martha Juillerat, Joretta
Marshall, Bonnie Beckonchrist, David Meredith

2 Spreading like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit prampts us to speak,
act and organize. Learn from the scripture stories of the

Pentecost people of Acts, and the prophets Elijah and Elisha,

E ways we can be prophetic and passionate,

o

BLAZE, SPIRIT, BLAZE, SET OQUR HEARTS ON FIRE! -
Be liftad and challenged by: Karen Oliveto, [effrey Kuan, The grounds around the

o Margaret Mallory, James Preston, The Shower of Stoles conference center play
Project fast to perfect afternaon
strails,

ukan fush. in dhe Mg of New Dmensons
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Thirtieth[Anniversary Stories and Gifts In Honorof [Affirmation’s
Heroes/andSheroes

Affirmation [hhshhdalploud(history[aver [its [thirty [ybars [of [ekistence. [Dur [alrganization [bhs [glven [vbice
tolthedppressed, [thainedldur[members(ahdallies, [strategized[ahd[ekecuted[mhany [ebents, [pFograms[ahd
tactics[tb[dpen[the UMCItd [Welcomeall. [And while [We [did[this, We [blroadened[shfe [space, slipported
thosel[id [nked,ahd[mhade RIGhristian Emily among[uk. [@urlsliccesseshhve [beenlduetb [the [cleative
poweramong(uk[ak(ldd [by[the Holy[Spirit.

As[We[Worked, [durlmost[tilented[pkoplelrbsetb[pbsitions[afldadership,[sbmetimes [with [ah [Affirmation
titlebltlakther[times, fust[taking[the iditiative [ahd [dading[uk fdrward.

As[We[ldokbhck[an [aur[thirty lykars, Wefihd [that Féw [of [uk [khow all [the [people [that [tbok [dadership [cbles
and[ndoved[dur(chuse fdrward.[WeMantltbrémember[those peoplelid [thisahniversarylperiod. [Tell [uk
aboutlthese[AffirmationIdadersybulrtmember,ahd(give [uk[alphragraphaboutwhat[they [did. TH[d
withinlybur[nheans, [sénd [Affirmation [alcheckid [hbnor [df[them. [We [sliggest [a[F30 [dr [$300[dr [$3,000
checkid (hbnor [af[durhkroes[ahd sheroes[of[Affirmation.

Welidtend[td [ibtlthe [bhmes[of[the [people [rkmemberedahdhbnored[ahd alstoryaboutalcbuple [of fthem
in[durnkextnkwsletter.

Sendlyburl(storieslahd[cbntributions[tb[Affirmation, PO [Box 102 |, [Evanston, [ [60204.[Drybuchn[sénd
your[stories[td bluemountain@entermail.netlahd [mhake [alglft [at [dur [Web [site: [hktp://www.umaffirm.org/

Welatelttemendously [thankful fbr[these [visionaries[Whogbtluk[tb Where We[afe [tbday.

"Talk[AmongstYourselves!"
AConversation/Among LGBTQ Folk
Hosted by Affirmation
attheReconciling[Ministries[Convocation
at LLake Junaluska

on[Sunday/Afternoon, September/4th

It’s[ihportant[that[members[dflthe IGBTQ [cbmmunity khow[ehchakher
morefullly, [speak With [olur[dwn[phrticular[vbices[ahd[shared[pkrspectives,
thanklalur[allies[ahd[ftiends, [ahd[dffer [cbnstructiveahd [plophetic[féedback.
Please[plan[nbw[tb[phrticipate[id [thisihportant[cbnversation.

Notice:

Iflybulatelcbmingltdahy [of[the Thirtieth Ahniversary[Qelebrationaktivities,we
urgelybultd [bringlphotographs,lvisuallrkcords[(photocopies),lahd[dther
memorabilialtd[sharelyburlekperienceslahdldurlrich history[wWith [dther [Affirmation
members.[MThank[ybu!
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Affirmation

ANINDEPENDENT VOICE[FOR:
UNITED METHODISTS[FORLESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, ANDTRANSGENDER CONCERNS

IT’SIOURTHIRTIETHANNIVERSARY!!!

Affirmation [hhs[cklebrated[previous[ahniversaries[id
Chicago,[Lbs[Angeles,[Dallas [ahd Thcoma.[This,lalur[30th
year,Was[cklebrated[id [[bs/Angeles[id[cbnjunction [with

Voiceslof[Fhithahd[atthe[upcoming[Rleconciling
Ministries[Nletwork[Qonvocation[]

Pleaseljdinlid [the [cklebrations!
Labor[Day Weekend[Skptember [II[51[2005

Duringlthe[Reconciling[Ministries[Network[Qonvocation
at[Lhke[Junaluska,[NIC

Tolbbnorldurlahniversary,Afffirmation’s [gifts’ [tb
convocation[phrticipants[willidclude

. Workshop [T hriving[id [alHostile Morld”
. DancelShturdaylelening[9t30[pm

Affirmation:[United [Methodists [for
Lesbian,[Gay,Bisexual [&Ttansgender[Qoncerns
PO[Box[D2 | ;[Evanston,lL[60204
www.umaffirm.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut
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http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut

NOTICE: BYLAWS CHANGES TO BE CONSIDERED

THE AFFIRMATION COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER BYLAWS CHANGES AT ITS
MEETING ON OCTOBER 8, 2005 (see page 7 in June 05 newsletter above).

THE MAJOR CHANGE PROPOSED IS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF
DIRECTORS, ALL OF WHOM WILL BE ELECTED AT-LARGE. THE DIRECTORS
CONSTITUTE THE COUNCIL.

ANY CURRENT MEMBER MAY HAVE A COPY OF THE DETAILED PROPOSED
CHANGES IF REQUESTED BY MAIL (PO Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204-1021) OR
E-MAIL (umaffirmation@yahoo.com) BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2005.

(This announcement was included as a separate sheet in Affirmation’s June 2005
newsletter.)
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