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Affirmation(Colspokesperson's Statement on/Two Judicial

Council Decisions

By[Mhe[Rev.[Peggy[R.[Gaylord Qo [Spokepersonfr National [Affirmation: [MnitedMethodists
for[Cesbian, [Gay, Bisexual, Mransgenderahd[Queer[@Qoncerns, [ac.

My [ihmediate[résponseidithat [Tain
shocked[ahd (gteatly dismayed[at[the
Judicial [@ouncil's[decision[tb [réverse
lastMay's[Northeast[Jurisdiction
Committee[oh [Appeals] [chiling
reinstatingldene [Hizabeth[Beth"
Stroud'slclergy(ctedentials. [Alan
Symonette's[drallatgument(Ther
attorney] WaswWonderfully[clear,
powerful,[ahdlcbveredlthe [depth [of
thelihplications|oflthe[idsue. [The

church'slcbunsel, Mom[Hall, [Was[also
very[clear,Which[thought[Was[tb
our[avantage, [sb[that[pkoplelcbuld
seelthelréalldiscrepancy. [Was
lulled[idto [the hbpe[that[the Juidicial
CouncilWoulduhderstand[the
essential lidsues[df[discrimination[ahd
oppression,[ahd[God's[higher
authority[abovelthe[idstitution[of
church,[ekpecially lits [Aw. [No[dhe
(Continued[ah[phge [5)

Remembering Phyllis(Athey, A Victim/and/A Pioneer

Reflection/on/Affirmation’s30thAnniversary Y ear
By [Peggy[R.[Gaylord, [Affirmation[Qo[Spokesperson

Inlehrly 1987, [iet Phyllis[Athey
and[bkr[then(partnerMary[J
Osterman, [at[the[first[Rleconciling
Congregation[Qonvocation[id
Chicago. [Iktill [sée[them [id [y
mind, [ekpecially [Phyllis[id (her
passion[atound[IGBTQ/[idsues,[ahd
in[phrticular, Momen’slidsues.There
was[aldocumentary [mhade [of[that
firstlcbnvocation, Casting[Qut[Fkar.
Therelidlalpleceldffdotage showing
Phyllis[sliddenlylekpressinglalgksture
of[pbwer, like[“powerltdlthe
people,” [tb[all[oF[uk Fdr Fcing[this
struggle/challenge. [IThter[id [the
video, lidlah[idterview [oflahother

womanWho [bhd[bken[drdained[ah
elder.When[hkr[churchldiscovered
that[she [Was[alldsbian, [hkr[arders
were[ultimately [tdken [avay [flom
her.[She(hhd[ttouble[attending
churchlafterwards(bkcauselshe
didn’t[féel like [dity [[{he hhd
experiencedlahdréceived[hker
ordination[akflom [God, butlthe
church(shidlshenb Idnger[wWas
clergy.IShelfihished[bly[ekplaining
that[Whenlybu’reldrdainedbly[God,
“thelchll[nkver(gbesalvay, [ijst
never[gbes[alvay.”

(Continued[ah(phge (8)
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HONORING PROPHETS

Rev.[[hurie[Hays[Qoffman
Calvary[UMC,[Durham,[NC

Evenldak[RosalPhrks [lis lid [state [at [the [US [Dapitol, [Beth [Stroud
removed[fdom[hkr[place.

She[satldbwn hen [the blis[driver[sdid [Move [bhck.
Andwhen[theWhites[said[shutlup, [shespoke [alut.
Andwhen[they[said sit[dbwn, [she stood[up.
Andwhenlthey[sdidlybu'relfited, [she fdund [hkr[ife's work.
Today[the [mother [of[the [civil [cights [dovement [lies [id hbnor.
Ourlbkrolahdmodellahd(qliet[siint[liVes[oh [id [uk.

Shellistenedthen hkr[maker(chlled her bl [nhme.
Andwhen[GQodI[sdidmho Willlgb fdr [me, [she sdidhkre [Thn.
Andwhen[Jdsus[sdidfded[ny[sheep, [she [sdid [HAill.
Andwhen[the [Spirit(sdid[the [ttuth Will[mMake [ybufdee, [she [sdid
Belitluhto[melatcording(td [thy ord.

Andwhen[thelchurchlsaidbk[qliet, [she[spoke[up.
Andwhen[thelcbnference[sid[stay [id, [she[chmealut.
Andwhenlthelcburt(siidlybu'relfired, she fdundhkr [ife's ork.
Today [this[sister ralks [id [dignity ahd [ithfulness.
Ourlbkrolahdimodellahd(gliet(sdintliVes[stil fdr[Christ.

I[Btlieve we[shalllsée
thelgbodness(ofithe Lbrd
inthe ldndlofthe lving!

Andlthough[thisworld, ith[dkvilsfilled, [should[threaten[tduhdo

us,

we Wil [nbt[fdar, for[Godbhth Willed [his ttuth [tb [ttiumph
through[us.

The[Princelof[Darkness[gtim, welttemble [nbtfdrhim;
his[rhge welchnlehdure, for(d, his[dbom [islsiire;
onellittle WordIshall f&ll lhim.

(AlMiighty [Ebrtress [d[Aur(God, Martin [Llither, [1529)

OI[Qod,[pleaselspeakithe ord[throughuk.
Bless[Beth[ahd[CGhrislahdalltho [athe With [them [this (dhy.
Lead[uk[oh[tdward(thellight.

Affirmation

Newsletter

This[Affirmation[nkwsletter[iSlalqliarterly
publication.

Only[Affirmation’s[elected[spokespersons
may [répresentlthe [official [pbsitions [ofthis
organization.[@pinionshkre, signedlar
unsigned, [afethose [df[the Mriters, [ahd[do
notlnkcessarilylrkpresentltheldpinions[af
Affirmation.

Articles[fdr[cbnsiderationfdr[pliblication
may [bk [slibmitted[td:

AffirmationNewsletter@yahoogroups.com.

All[akticles i [this [pliblication [cbmain [the
property [of[Affirmation,ahd[mhay bk [uked
onlyith[Mritten[permissionaf
Affirmation.

ColEditors:

JanDelap[8DianeDelap
©D2D0o5 [Affirmation:[Mnited
Methodists for[ksbian,[Gay, Bisexual,

Transgenderlahd[Queer[@oncerns;
PO[Box[1D2 |

Evanston, TIL[6D204.
www.umaffirm.org

Elohail: uhnaffirmation@yahoo.com
Mission[Statement

Aslah[iddependent[vbice [of
Lesbian,[Qay, Bisexual,
Transgender,[ahd[Queer
people, [Affirmation[rhdically
reclaims(thelcbmpassionate
and[ttansforminglgbspellaf
Jesus[@hristb[rélentlessly
pursuingfilll idclusion[id [the
ChurchlasMeljdurneyWiththe
Spirit[id [ckeating[God’s [bkloved
community.

Adopted[Jdnuary 2005
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John[R.[Galhoun
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DianeDelLap
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Diane@Delap.com

Rev.[Peggy[Rl.[Gaylord,
Col[Spokesperson
Binghamton,[N'Y
607[723[4091

amiracletoday(@prontetisp.net

Rev.[Nancy(Giese
Columbus,[@H
nlgiese@earthlink.net

Rev.[David[Meredith
Columbus,[DH
6142373052

ohiodavidm@aol.com

Kathryn[Mitchem,
Col@onvener
Tennessee

Jim[Phlmquist
Col@onvener
Macungie, [PA
61039803074

bluemountain@entermail.net

Rev.[Kenneth [IRowe,
Col[Spokesperson
San[Flrancisco, [GQA

kianrowe@gmail.com

Rev. Mivian[Rluth Waltz
Hamburg,[NY

vivianwaltz@yahoo.com

Alghy[nhan
Los[Angeles,[QA

She(Graduated!!!
By[DianeDelap

Thelelnhail Was[aheldfldozens[id [my [idbox [that[night, [blut[the
subjectllihelchughtmy[elelidstantly.[Hlcbntained [the [nhme[df[a]
pastor [[lkhew [ftlom[dur[Annual[Qonference [With [the adition [ ..
Graduates[lo[Eternal [Reward.” [As[lbpened[the [elmail, [thought [off
this[fdiend[ahd[What[she [nheant[td [nhe [id [the [short[time [that We [hhd
knownlehch[ather.[ThereMas[sbmuch [didn’tkhow[about[hkr,
butlsb [nhuch [that[khared With [hkr.

Inlehrly 2003 [httended alneeting [of[the [rktired [clergy [ghoup [off [alur
Conferencelahd[mether(there.[Welwerelbbthltheretb shareldur
experiencesWith[[iving[Mransgender [ives. [hhd [hkard[her lnhme
mentioned[ak[alphstor flom[the[QonferenceWholhhd[ttansitioned
from [iving[ak[male[td fémale [alnimber [of [ykars [before. [As[I]
listened[td [hkr[story,laldeeprbspectfdrherglew.[When Weltdlked
following[the [meeting, e [discoveredlalnimber [ofldther [things [that
we [hhd[id [cbmmon.[lbhd [spentthe [ykars fdllowing [mhy [Marriage [id
my ife’s[hbmeltdbwn[id [Ohio.[[li[hhppened[thatmhy [nkew [fliend
grewl(ublid[that[alealahdlgraduatedfdom [thelcbllegelid [thattbwn.
Welsharedltbgether[durlmemoriesloflthatlalealahdthe [difficulties
oflgknder[ttansition.

Following[that[meeting, [lblecame [phrt[dflhkr [elhail T o [ibt fdr (hler
various[thoughts,[ahd[chuses. [Weldidn't[skelehch [dther[aften,
mostly [at[Annual[Qonference, Mherelshe [wWas[always [attiveid
COSROW/pkesentations.[Welnmet[therelahd[shared(alhuglahd
caughtluboh[the[elents[of[the [phstlykar. [ShelwWas attivelid
UNICEF,[id [Native[American[chuses, shebhd[spent[the [dst[slimmer
in[NicaraguaMorkinglan [réligious murals, [ahd[she [Was[attive[id
children’s[chmping. [[All[of[these [bkgan [after [hker [rktirement flom [ah
activelchreer[as[alphstor.

Butloff[alllthe [things [she[did, [illwas[heriddomitable[spiritlahd
enthusiasm [that [l rémember. [Mkhow[the [difficulties [df [iVing [al
transgender [[ife.[If's alcbnflicted [ife [that[drives [many [tb [ehd [their
lives, blutlidstead[shelivedhkrsat[the vibrantMoman [she [Was.
Mostlpkoplelelther[didn’tkhowlakr[didn’t[chre that[she [wWas
transsexual.[SheWasIdvedforwhosheWas. [She[didn’tféel[that[id
was[nkcessary for [(ber[tb [gbaFoundlcbmplaininglaboutlthe hhnd[she
was[dkalt.[She[movedldn[ahdldedicated (berselflth (hklping[those ldss
fortunate.[[lMhe[cbmplaint(bhs[bken(rhised(thatthose [off [uk[id [the
LGBTQIcbmmunity [ate[stuckoh [ohe [idsue [Hehuality. My [fdiend
silently entlaboutldisproving[that[lik. [She [bhd[sb [mhany [idsues[Hlsb
many [chusesHthat[she[slipportedith (hker[timeahd[tdlents Hahd

(Continued|ohlphge[110)
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ConstituencyResponds/to Judicial[Council Decisions

Affirmation [hhs[réceived[many[résponses, Which we[idtend[td [place [id [alsingle [sburce[file [oh
our[Website [a[We[rkceive[permission[td [publish them[plblicly. [Hereale[tivorksponses,
reprinted With [pkrmission.

From[the United Kingdom:
From:[[Beter [Ebrsaith
Date:[Wed, [0 [Nov[2D05
Subject:MMC [dicial [decision

|laim [vbry[disturbed by [the [rkcent[decisions[df[the DMC Judicial [Qouncil.

AslalMethodist(historian [this[stems[tb[bk[id [clear cbntrasttd[the [aver [ridingWesley/Methodist
ethos[df[Qhristianity (Being[for all' [For [all, fbr [all [my [Shvior [died/For [all [nhy [brd [was

crucified.']

When [tdke visiting[gtoups[atoundlthe Wesley [sites [hkre [id [@xford, [kmind [them [that[id
1 732[theWesleys[tbok[ub[the [chse [ofalnban ihprisoned fdr [sbdomy. [i[gbt[them idto
disrepute, blutlthey[viewedlidlat[ihportantlabvocacy.

All[BkstWishesWithlyburlohgoingWork!

Peter[Ebrsaith
Coordinator,[Methodist[Studies[Unit
The[Wesley[Qentre,[@xford
Westminster [dstitute[df[Fducation
Oxford[Brookes[University

Note:[Thelpleviouslcbmments[répresent[thepkrsonal views [of [the [alithor, [ahd [db [nbt
represent(the vlews[df[@xfordBrookesUniversity [ar [dflahy [dther (Bbdy.

After[[lgbt[avermy[depression[dfbbththe Slipreme[Qourtlahdlthe Judicial [Qouncil lan [the
samel[dhy[[10/31/05], [lbkegan[tb [think[that(mhaybe [this[is[the [chrd[that[Blings [the [hbuse[df[chrds
DOWN![@traw[that[bloke [the [chmel's[bhck, [flybu[plefer).[Michnnotlihagine [that (noderates”
and[elen[sbmelcbnservatives Wil [ALLOW [dur[church [tb (tefuse[membership"[tb[ahyone.

Perhaps[welshouldlehd(the "bpenldbors..." [chmpaign b [closing[it, [ahd[distribute [the [Money [tb
alllthe ahnuallcbnferences! [Previously We [khew[that[sbmelcbngregations[did[NOT [hhve "bpen
doors,"[butWelttusted, lid [hbpe, [that idwasWhat[the [Ghurch [rally Wanted. Now, hbwever, [itf's
becomeah[(OFFICIAL"[pbsition,[ahd[plblicly [FALSE[that[we, a5 [a[Ghurch Welcome[eleryone.

| [pledicted (Beforelthe [decision, When [hkard[ifwas [gbing[tb [the Judicial [@ouncil, [that [this
would[bhppen, [phrticularly When [lréad [again [Phragraph 21l 7.[Mhe [vkry fik st [(df [séven) vbws [fdr
membershipis["to[rknouncelthe [spiritual fdrces[ofWickedness, [céject(the [elil [pbwers [of [the
world, [ahdlrépent[dfltheir[sin."[(} ahd [Z[also [rkquire [alvbw [that[cbuld bk [difficult.) [And[since
welkhow [that[wWeddings[ahd[bhptisms[already(ate[rbfused by [phstorsWith [rbgard [t [ghy [pkople,
why [should we [think [that[mhembership ould bk [ahy [different?

Sollldok[td[this[uhbelievabledecisionaMuel fdr[the [file" that will [résult[id [2[2008[Gen.
ConferenceMith[eitherlehormous[Disciplinarylchanges[dr[alclear[church[split. [MWould hbpe
welcbuldIdokltd[the bishops(td takethe [dad[id (blinging[ukbhcktb [dur[bpenldbors" [slogan.

Jeanne[Audrey[Powers
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AffirmationStatementloh [Jidicial[QouncilDecisions [{Tontinued[flomphge )
seems[tblrbmember[JésusahdlthePhariseeslid[these [dgallchses.

|[aim [absolutely [abtoundedthat[the Jiidicial [@ouncil lalso [réversed [Bishop [Charlene [Pl] [Kammerer's
decisionlcbncerning[the[idvoluntaryléave [of[absence [of (The [Rlev. [EdwardJdhnson Who [Was
suspended(bkcause[hk[hhd[réfusedichurchlmembershiptb[alghy [Man. [Thatlchsehhselen[drger
implicationsfor[dur[cbnstituency, [ahd fdr[the[churchaalwhole aFound[the[idsueldffidclusion, [ahd
thelgifts[ahd[gtaces(that[diversity [blrings [tb [all [of [uk. Mp [uhtil [this [pbint, [ghy lidentified [pkople hhve
generally[beenaimitted[td[church[membership[despite[cbntradictions[id [dur [United Methodist
Bookl[df[Discipline[Thomosexuals[ate[dfshcred worth,'[printed[alongside, [the[plactice lof
homosexuality ididcompatible With [Qhristian [téaching'].

Ilatknowledge [that[Bbth [dkcisions [ultimately [rbst[oh [téchnicalities [of [church [dw ahd [must [be [réad[id
that[light. MHowever, [idlhhdn't[dccurred|tb [me [that[the [uhderlyingliSsue[cbuld Bk [Whether [We[afe[all
God's[children. [MthoughtWe[all shared(at[dast [that [flindamental [bklief.

Editor’s[Note:[The[Rev.[Peggy [R.[Gaylord[ahdlthe [Rev. Mivian [Ruth [Waltz[Were [bbth [presentfdr[the
trial, [urisdictional [appeal, [ahd[Judicial [@ouncil hkaring[fdr [Beth [Stroud, [ak[Affirmation's [official
representatives.

AffirmationPrayer'Web
By Mivian[Waltz

The[Membership[Gommitteelofthe [Affirmation[Qouncil (hhs[iditiated [ah [ohline [plrayer Web. [This
ministry Was[bbrne[dfldur[cbmmittee’s[vision [ofbkeing[“talled[td [share[the [mhission [f [Affirmation
with[members[ahdlnbnmembers [id Ways [that[ehcourage [phrticipation[through [ahgoing[players,
faithfullplesence, [personal ahd[fihancial [gifts, ahd [dedicated [sérvice.”

Welplan[td [pkriodically sénd[dut[alplayer[réquest[dr [réquests[that hhve [bken[discerned b [the
Affirmation[Qouncil [atlalur[sémiannual [Qouncil [Meetings, [ahd[via[dur [ahline[cbnnection between
meetings.[We[hbpe[tb[ekpandthe [playerweb[tdidcludelpersonalprayer[cbncerns o [dur
members, butfdrnbw We [ale[id [alttial [period[dflihplementing[this inkw[ahd[vital [dinistry.

An [elnhail [gFoup [chlled [Affirmation[Prayer Web” [(pending[albktter[siiggestion) [hhs[been[sét[up
whichlidcludes[pkople Wholchecked [ Will [play fdr [Affirmation” [oh [their [Membership [chrd. [Hybu
would[like[tb bk [idcluded(id [this[ahline [ministry, [please [sénd[ah [elnhail [tb [vlvianwaltz@yahoo.com
with EAffirmation [Prayer Web” [id [the [slibject[lihe. Mclude [ybur [nhme[ahd [elnhail [aHdress. [The
group [listWill bk [cbnfidential (lho [nhmes[dr [elmhail aHdresses [Will (bk [displayed oh [the [pbsts.

On[bkhalflof(all those With Mhom [Affirmation [idlid [ministry, the[Membership[Aommitteelid[ghateful
forldur[mhembersWhoselcbmmitment(td [dur[mission [gbesbeyond[fihancial [slipport.
Currentlprayer[réquests:

|) [Please[play [that[Affirmation [will (b [blessed [With [ah [abundanceldfrksources[(prayers, [plesence,
gifts, [ahd[sérvice) [tb [mhaintain[the [strength [df [ministry among[dur [dsbian, [ghy, (bisexual, [tkansgender,

(Continued[ah(phge [7)
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Affirmation Meets(in Phoenix
By[Nancy[Giese

It[d[QolumbusDaywWeekendahdlthis[Qolumbus,[@H [nhtive [idlhkadedfdrPhoenix, [AZ [fdr[the
Affirmation[Qouncil Meeting. [After [bkinglwWarmly[gteetedahdlséttlingid, I eetWith[the
Councilid[the[Qlarendon Hotel [HSlites [bbardroom[that[id[tb [bk [our [Meeting[cbom fdr [the
weekend.[@ur[agendalthis[Weekendlidcludes[alcbrporate [meetingtd [make [sbmelchanges[id
our bl [Aws[sb[thatlwelatebktterabletd Work forgheater[diversity[among[@Qouncil [members.
Welspend[Eriday[eleningséttinglagendalahd[chtchingub While[dthers[atrivefdlom [vhrious
locales[atross[the[United[States.

Saturday [mhorning[bkginsWith a3hour[séminar[ohthe [cbnsensus[modellaf[decision [nhaking.
Affirmation(bklieves[id[the [cbnsensus[model, [ahd[dperates[flom [this [bhsis[id [all [olur ork[ahd
decision[ohaking. [After [unch e bkginlalur firstlskries [of[cbmmittee[meetingsWhere Wefdcus
on[vhriousabpects[aflministry. [While [sbme[ale Working[dn [nkw [bldgets, [dthers Work[tbward
better[rklationsWith[akther lIMIgloupslahdlcbnnectionstd[dther [IGBTQghoups. [Still[dthers
focuslah[fihalizing[the [plans fdr [alspiritual [cktreatah What[illneans [td [embody [alQueer
theologylid [the [ives [of [[IGBTQ [United [Methodists[ahd[allies. [The [eveninglcbunds[alut[id
bringinglcbmmittee Work[bhcktdthe [Qouncil fdr[averalllcbnsensus[dn[plans.

Sunday [begins Bl [attending[Asbury [UMC, [alReconciling[Qhurch[id [the [Phoenix[atea. [[Be [shire [td
checklthis[churchlautliflybulateleler[id[the [atealdveralweekend. [ [was [alfdntastic[place [td
worship, [ahd We[made [mhany [nkw [fliends[ahdlelen fdundsbmelald[ohes. [Qurlcbrporate
meetinglahdlahother [cbundaf[cbmmittee[meetings[ehdsWith [alQouncillcbnsensus[dte [Slinday
evening.

Monday [morning[seéems[hkctic [ab [iffis[time [tb [ghther [dur[things [id [pFeparationfdr[checkinglout
ofthe [hbtel,[ahdlghthering[fdr[alldst[cbuncil ltime [t [fihalize [dur Mork ahd [plan fdr [nkwsletter
articlesid [the[months[tdlcbme.[Welapprovelthree[pkopletd [gb [t [the Judicial [ouncil
Meetinglid [Houston [at[the [ehd[df[the[month, [a We[ate the [IGBTQ [vbice [presentfdr [sipport
andlatlvocacy.

Altime [dfworshipahdlgroup [photolcloses[dur[dfficial fAce [tb [fAce [time [tbgether [fdr[2005.[We
say [olur[gbodbyes [with [hugs[khowing e Will bk (blisy Working[tbgetherahdlapart[id [between
meetings [tb [bealvbice [of[[IGBTQ [Mnited[Methodists Working fr [fll idclusion[dfall [pkople at
allIdvels[oflthelchurch.

Note:[The [National [Qouncil [df[Affirmation [ektends[alhkartfelt[thank ybu" tb [the [Qlarendon
Hotel[HSlLites [fdr[the [generous[bbspitality e [rkceivedduringlaur [l [cbuncil [Meeting[id
Phoenix.[Thelawner[ofthe [Clarendon[idalphst[Qouncil [emberahd Idngltime [slipporter[of
Affirmation.[We [hhd[alvkry[ploductive[Qouncil [meetinglid [the [cbmfortable[ahdstylish [bbutique
hotel. [Besides[the [ekcellent[skrvice [fdlom [the [staff, [the [cbnferenceltbom, [ahd[gburmet
restaurant, [the[pbollahd[hbt[tlibMere[pkrfectfdrrélaxingbetween[Qouncil [skssions. [We [hbpe
tolbk [bhcktherelagainsbon. [flybu're[planning[td bk [id [Phoenix, [keep [the [Qlarendon[id [mind!
Youlchn(gktimorelidformation[aboutlthe hbtel[at[6D2 [2174[4774 ol [at [Www.theclarendon.net.
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Affirmation 'WorshipsIn/Phoenix
By[Kathryn[Mitchem

Oneldf[Affirmation’s[best[ttaditionsidWorshippingMith [Reconciling[Qongregations nkar the
site[df[@ouncil [meetings. [Welrécently hhd ahother [of [those [gheat [ekperiences [during dur [l
meeting[id Phoenix.[I@n[Sinday [@ctober [Gth,[Asbury United[Methodist[Ghurch[members
and[stafflpkovided[ttansportation fdr[the [Qouncil, ahd armly Welcomed [uk[tb [their [Ghurch
for[algteatmorning.

FollowinglidyouswWorship, [the [drgeabultchurchsthoollclasshbstedalmostmeaningful [time
ofldialogue.[Morelthanfdrty[persons[jdined[Qouncil[dembers[id [altime [df[story [télling[ahd

information[sharing. [Mhegtoup [Beautifully [Manifested [Asbury’s Website nhme A [place fdr
alllpkople”.

“Thislidlalchurchthat[ésusouldWantlalllchurches[td bk [like!” [shid[ah [Asbury [mhember [td
open[the[time[df(dialogue. [Alshortlgtatitude[filled [hbur [dter[alldng[time [member(closed(the
sharing[shying["(Becoming[alReconciling[Qongregation [hhs[made [aldifference [beyond words!”

In[bketween[these [tivo [pbwerful [statements, [Gouncil [lembers[sharedlidformation about
Affirmation’s[Work[among[IGBTQ[pkople, [ahd[réceived|the [gift[df[sharing[flom [Asbury
members,Wholekpressed [the[ahticipation[ofmMore [mixinglahd[mingling[Hlréally [being with
eachldther for[the [dnghhul. [Dne[tbld[dffihding[Asbury [through [alldcal Website [that [ikts all
welcoming[churcheslid [the [afea[Hahdultimately [discoveringlthe [dyous fct[that[Asbury [thuly
welcomesLIGBTQI[pkrsons/idto [ministry [ahd [nbt[justtd [Warm [the [pkws!

Othersltold[df[Asbury[atthe [place Wherelthey've fdund[their cbots Hahd[drive [fifty [mhileslahe
way [for[id [Another[shid[Asbury’s[children’s[mMomentlahd[children’s[churchblroughthkr.
She’s[dkeply [ghateful fdr[alchurchthatWelcomes her ak[dne [tb Work With [the [children.
Asbury’s[children[definitely khow[this[id[alplace for[ALL [pkople, ahd[ale [bking rhised [td [ske
ALL[ab[bklonging[tbgetherHalllclasses, [rhces, [genders, [séxual [drientations.

Another[fAmilytbld[dfbeing[sb[stifled[Where[they Were Hahdfihally [deciding[Qhurch Was [sb
important(theybhd[tbIdokfdrlahotherplace. [TheyWanted theiraHopted|children[id [alplace
wherelkidsWereWelcomelahd(rhised bhrrier [ftee. [Mheyfdund[Asbury,ahdltheir[children
found[slichlehcouragementlahd[stipportlthat[they Were[able[tb [speak about[their[tivo [mhoms
atlthe[state[chpital!

Onelmember[describes[AsburylabalchurchWherelsheldbesn’tigb [alvay [empty[elery
week....butlidlglven[cburagelahdrénewal fdrlelery[dhy[dflthe [Week.[She [gtows[spiritually
morelelerylykar[Hsb[ghateful [tb [be Where [the [Bible [idn’tluked [a$ [alweapon!

AffirmationPrayer[Web[{Continued[flom[phge[5)
and[glueercbnstituents,[ahdtd Hulfill [the [mission [God [hhs[révealed [t [uk.

2) Ia Mightldflthe [rbcentJddicial [@ouncil [decisions, [please [plray [that [Affirmation will [din [With
others[tbldadthe [UnitedMethodist[Ghurchlidto alfdture Mherelelerylanelid[bklovedlahd
ourluhiquelidentities[atelcklebratedlahdlcherished.
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Remembering[Phyllis[Athey[{€ontinued(flomphge )

As[[Mas[pleparing[tdgb[tb Houstonfdr[the Jdicial [Qouncil ldpen [séssions which idcluded(the
orallaFguments[atound[the Beth[Stroud[chse, [Was[rememberingtheselsteneslid Casting[Qut
Fear.doked[ub[ahdlnbticed [albbok[ahn [my [shelflthat [hlso [hhdnbtIdoked [at[id [ykars. [Bary
Comstock’s Unrepentant, [SklflAffirming, [Practicing: (Lesbian/Bisexual/Gay [Pkople[within[Arganized
Religion[(d 996).IBary[hhdsbught[pkrmission [t uke [dur [nktwork[af [Affirmation[chapters[ahd
individual[mhembers[fr[his[stirveys, [sb[nimerous[Affirmation [stories[ate[id [the (hbok. Mbpened
itlahd[began [rkading(the [séctions[Thhd [arked (With [the [bbok fhps. [They [bbth [Were[id
referenceltd [Phyllis[Athey[ahd[hkr[slicide, [ahd lhbow [idlithpacts [all [of [uk.

(p-@H47).In[1P88[Phyllis[Athey [cbmmitted[siicide. [She Was[a[UMClchndidate fbr[drdained [ministry
but(hhd[bken[réfusedldrdination [id ([P87. [AIdtter[idsued bl [the [Qhicago [chapteraf[Affirmation[ahd
theWomen’s[Qaucus(ahdlthe Methodist[Eederation [fdr[Sbcial [Action [df [the NorthernMinois
Conferenceldflthe UMClrad: Ourlsister Phyllis [i[d[dead. [MHwas [the olence [of [alstlflidflicted
gunshotWoundWhich[téchnically [tbok [her[ife. (A fEct, [the [gheater [vlolence [Was[the
destructiveness[affalchurchahd(sbciety Which[réjected [herpersonhoodlat [ihcompatible’ [ahd
unacceptable.[Deathlchme[ak[mhuch fdlom [ekcludinglahdfdar [filled [résolutions, [doctrines, [ahd
personsai[flom[alblllet

(p-2B4) Mhelcburage, [pkersistence, [ahd [gheater [sibility [df [ghy [pkople [bhs (Been [ahe [phrt o [their
experience.[[Their[rkjection, [defeats, [ahd[idjury [bhve [been[the [dther.Mone [of [the studies[permits
thelappreciation [dr[pFioritization [of [ohly[dne [phrt. Mo uhderscore theidseparability[ahd
interaction [of (Bboth [phrts, [khall [close [With alpbem [about[the [shicide [df[Phyllis [Athey.

Standing[Witness,
by[BatricialBroughton

Phyllis iS[dead.
Shot[hkrselfltd [death[Monday afternoon.

Youlrémember [Phyllis:
the[ldsbianWhoanted[td bk ldrdainedlid [the
United[Methodist[Qhurch (Godkhowswhy).

Wanted[tb bk [alnhinisterid[alchurchlthattbldhkr[quite [clearly:
“Nolgleers[allowedhkre”
(Only[they[sdid[iflnhuch Inicer[than[that, [oflcburse.)

Still, Phyllis [persisted [(God khows [Why)
insisted[shebhd[alchll[tb[nhinistry,
insisted[she’d[bk[dss[than Whole

proclaiming[the[Gospel[dfJésus[Qhrist
from[thevhntage [pbint[dflalcloset.

Somehowlshelclung[tb[the nbtion[thatlshe,[tbo,
was[madelid [the[ihage [of[God [(God [khows why),
evenWhile[bkinglbhttered bl [the church,
evenWhile[hkr[gifts[ahd[glacesWere bking[ttashed.

(Continued[ah(phge [9)
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Remembering[Phyllis[Athey[{Continued[flom[phge[8)

Well, Phyllis[iS[dead [nbw.
She’s[nbtlatound[tdbbtherlybulahymore,[Qhurch.
Notlalound[tb[standbkforelybu,
insistinglybulsée[hkr
and[hkar her
andkhowl(hkr.

No, Phyllis[isn’tlatoundahy[more.

Alllybulbhve [dft[tbcbntendMith,[Qhurch,
is[alhbst[cofWitnesses[II]
angeliclahd[dtherwise[II]

wholstandlekpectantly [bkfore[ybu.

And (nbt[alcloset[id [sight.

Thelfihal[eHiting[af Casting[Qut[Fearbhd[beenfihished fust[priortdthe [([988[General
Conference.[[MarkBowman,[then[Qolcbordinator[afldur [Reconciling[Qongregation [Program
(thelpkecursor[oflthe [Reconciling[Ministries[Nletwork) [with [Beth [Rlichardson, [showedthe
videol[dhy [after[dhy[tb [séverallalidiences[aldhy, [ahd [dd[aldiscussion fdllowingid. (A (186, [the
Northerninois[@onferenceltbok[theidealdf[Reconciling[Qongregationslahe[step frther,
claiming[the[nhmeldf[Reconciling[Qonference, [séttinglalplecedentfdr[dthers[td fdllow[sbit.

In[IP88, [fdllowing[General[Qonference, [hhdshown [thevideo [many [times fdr [delegates [of
ourWyoming[Annual[Qonferencel(partsof[NewMork[ahd[Pennsylvania) lid [slipport[df(al
resolution [fdr[uk[tb [become[alReconciling[Qonference. Ilkbld Phyllis’ [story [ahd hbw [mhy [iditial
response(td [the [nkws [of[her[slicide [Was[ah [averwhelming[sidness[at [the [dss. But[the[shdness
turned(quickly [td [ahger.[Id [mhy ahger [rkalized [shiddenly fdr[the [fiksttime [thathbmophobia
kills. [Hdlly (Believe [that[idlwas [the [story [df [Phyllis [that [allowed [the [bbdy [t [vbte
overwhelmingly[id sipport[dflthe [rbsolution, ahd [thus e [became[alReconciling[Qonference.
Phyllis’ [dgacy [ivedlah, though [she Was[gbne fdom [alur [physical World.

Phyllis[hade [algksture [of [pbwer. [That'shbow [ty [t [remember [her, [nbt[that[she [died (b [a]
shotgunWound.[What[[lbklieve bhppened|[isithat Phyllis Idst[sight[df hkr[atceptance bl [God
andWas[fdcused(idsteadahn [hkr [réjection bl [the [idstitutionalized [church. [We[ukually [ale
whatl[the[church(hhs[mhade[uk. Butltd [réspond|[id Hith [t lidjustice is[td [(Ake [the [risk [df [being
not whatlthechurchlbbs[madelub, [but wholGod[hbs[made [us.

Phyllis[is[ttuly [dne [df [Qur [shints Who [tbok [that kind [df(risk; ahd[she [ehded [up [dsing[hkr [ife.
May Welnkverfdrgetnbrfdrsake herpersonallsicrifice, Inbr[the [sherifices [oflaur ather [shints
wholhhve[gbne [bkfore[uk. [Andlmay [God[fdrgive[the[@hurch’slrble [perpetrating[spiritual
violence [which [dd[td [Phyllis’[death, [ahd [mhany [dlthers. [Iish [We [Would[shy [td ehch[dther
morelaften, b JdhnWesley[shid, (iflybur [heart[idfa$ (mhy [hkart, then[give [me [yburbhnd."

Note:[This[atticle [was [eHited[td [fit[space [rdquirements. [Blease [ste [Www.umaffirm.org [for(thelehtire [atticle.

Tolrkceivelclirrentlnkws, [browse lalur [Web [phge [at: [Www.umaffirm.org or[sign[up fdr[ohe[df
our[likts, [shich[ak[QalledOut.[Mhe[Qalled [@ut [ihk d[at [the [tdp [of [alur Web [phge [uhder [nkws
and[séarch.Theldirectlihkid[hktp://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut.



http://www.umaffirm.org
http://www.umaffirm.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut.

Pagel(ll0 Affirmation

ShelGraduated!!![{€ontinued [flom [phge3)
none[dffthem [rélated [td [her [awn [situation.

Thelldst[elnhails [réceived fdom [her Were [id [Mid[August. [They Mereabout[pknding[bleast
cancer[ldgislation[ahd[alghs[bbycott[tb[plotest high[pkices. [Mhen chmethe [elmhail [dstMonth
that[she[hhdluhdergoneldpen hkartlslirgerylahdhhd [(graduated”. M (mdiss (her. [N [miss (hier
spirit,[hkerjdy. [MI[niss [her hugs. MButlshe’s[graduated!!! [Welcome hkr [idto lybur [dving[atms,
Jesus, [ahd[givehkr[the rbstshelrichly [deserves. [Maybelybulchn[gkthkr [t [rbst. [We[didn’t[hhve
much [uckWith[that[down[here.

Note:[[My [fdiend’s[nhme [Was[amitted [fdlom [this [afticle [dut[of [rkspect td [her Emily.

ADay to Remember
By[Diane[Delap

Each [ykar [since (1999 [the Mransgender [cbmmunity hhs [phused|dn [ [aboutNiovember 20 [td
remember(those Whodied[simply [becausethey[ived[gknder [vhriant[ives. [spired b [al
November [IP98Ichndlelightlvigilid [Memory [of [Riita[Hester [hkld [id [Brighton, [MA, [the
Transgender[Day [df[Remembrance[hhs[bken [hkldehch [ykarsince. [[Rita[Hester [was [brutally
murdered[id [hker Brighton [apartmentldn[November[2B,[1988.[Iike [most[ttansgender [slayings, [if
was [phrticularly[blutal, [ahd [its [idvestigation [Bly [pblice Was[clirsory.[Sknsational [Medialcbverage
repeatedlyrkferred[td [Rlitalad [mhale, [despite [the [fctthat[she [hhd [BeenliVing[ahdWorking[ak[al
female[fdr(dver[ténlykars. [Also,[uhfortunatelylike[mMostlttansgender murders, [her [illers[cémain

unpunished.

Since[the[1999 [Day [of[Remembrancelid [Shn[Erancisco, [alweb [site FRemembering[Qur

Dead” [(Www.gender.org/remember/day/index.html) [dd by [Gwen [Shith, [hhs [sérved(ak[alfdcal
point[forliddividualsahdlgtoups Mishing[tb [phrticipatelid [strvices[id [their [cbmmunities. [The [web
site[mhaintains[alphrtial [ibt[df[those [ttansgender iddividuals Who [hhve [bhd[their [iVes [taken [flom
them[id [the[plevious[ykarahd[alclimulative [ibt[df[those lkhown [since [(1D70.[Mhis [ykar’s [ikt
includesnineteen[nhmes, [af Which [ténWere[ftom[the Onited [States. [The [kt [af[nhmes[since
1970[idcludeslaver B40nhmes.[ThewWeb[site [also libts[aver 225 [dcations Worldwide [that[plan
memorial [attivities fdr[2005.

It’s[ihportant(thatWe [allshow[sblidarity ith [the Transgendercbmmunity [tb fdrce[alithorities
tolvigorously[pursuelahdlprosecutethose holcbmmitlblutal[ckimes[againstttansgender
persons. [Thislykar[hhs[sken(thestcondlattemptlatttying[the [three [dllers[df[Gwen [AraujoMho
beatlahd[strangled[ber[id [@ctober2003. [The [fistlttial [ehded[id [alhling [jury [dst lykar [after [the
defendants[claimed[al“transgender[phnic”[at[discovering[that[algirl [they (hhd[séx With [attually [hhd
malelgknitalialdrovethem[td [the [kllling. [The[sécondlttial lehdedWith[cbnviction fdr [tvo [of [the
threeldefendants.[[@nly Mhen[the [cbmmunity[at[drge [demands [Eir [tteatment Wil [pblice,
prosecutors,[ahd[juries[tdke[seriously [the [Murderofttansgender [victims.

This[idsue[dfthe [Affirmation [nkwsletter [Will bk [mMailed fdllowing [this [ykar’s[ckremonies, [but[plt
November 20,2006 [dnybur[chlendar, ahd[fihd[alplace WherelybulchnaHdlyburlvbicetd [those

demanding[jdstice.
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Creative[Ways/toGet/Involved

GivelalScholarshiptb[dur[2006 [Retreatlin [StMouis
By [Jim [Phlmquist [IELind Development[Qhairman

Ittakes[resources(td[plopel [dur[Movementfdrward(through[Affirmation’s Work.[We[hhve [the
ideas, [the[ehergy, [the [khowledge[ahd [the [idsight. [ButWe [always [nked[the [ekonomiclrésources
toluhderwriteldurWork.[Mhere[atelgbod(plojectsweldon’tdb [becauseof [the [dck [ [ré [
sources.[Welrhinloh[alshoestringbudget. (Welsfueezelehch[dbllar fdrimaximum [idpactlahd

results.

AndWeWork[withburlcbntributors(td[glive them Mhat[they Mant fr [their fihancial [slipport.
Pastluhderwriters(hhve[sponsoredlaur[ID[day[nkwsletterat[General [Qonferencelahd[gbtlsbme
advertising[benefits, fdrlekample.

WhatWouldlybu[like[tb [hhve[id [thanks fdr ybur [gift[td [Affirmation? [Tell luk.

Welbhve[sbmeldpportunities[tb [slipport[Affirmation [that [mhay [fdel better [than [ust[sénding[al
check.[orlekample:

o Sponsoralphrtldffalnkwsletter Higktlyburhhme, Business, [akr [drganization [id [the [nkewsletter
aslsponsor[iflybu [wish =$2,000

o Underwritelah[Affirmation [cétreatldaderHI$500 [Welatehhvinglahnual [cbtreatsahd [mhay
accelerate(the[sthedule.[Support[uk[hkrelahdalsolsign[ub fdr(the rtreat[id [the [nkxt nkws ]
letter.]

o ‘Adoptlal@ouncillmember’[Hplovidelttavel,[rtbom[ahd[bbardfdralmember[tdalNational
Council[mheeting 500 [Y ouWon’tlhhve[tb[sénd[birthday [al [Qhristmas[gifts.]

o Givelalstholarship[tdalur2006 [Retreatlid [St. Touis H$FB95 [We [nked fdur[stholarships.
Youlchn[bly[phrtloflalstholarshiptbo.[Mheselstholarships hhve [been [alttue blessing[td [their
recipients,[ahd[sbmeldflaur[@ouncilldembers[chme[td khow [uk fiFstthroughthe [rtreats.]

o Sponsorah[Affirmation[mhember[attending[alcbnferenceldrelvent[(br[phrtlaflalcbnferencelalr
event) (250 [We Will abk laur Cynx[Qommittee wthatlelents[they Want[sponsors[tb[slip []
port.]

o Givelfdequentflyer(miles[HAnyairlinelahdlahy [amount. [Running[alnhtionaldrganization [ré[]
quires(ttavellspending, [ahd[this[gift [cbuld [hklp [uk [alldt.]

Judicial CouncilDecisions @and Responses Pertinent Web Links
Judicial[@ouncil Decisions: http://archives.umc.org/interior_judicial.asp?mid=263
**Note[the[dissentinglapinionsfor JCD #1032

APastoral [Letter[tb [the[People(dfThe United Methodist[@hurchftom[the[Council
ofBishops (November[2][2005): [hktp://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=1&mid=1017|
“InTheir[@wnWords”: Links[tb[the bishops’ iddividual[dr[cbnference Websites. [Many [hhve
their[personalstatements[ré: Judicial[Qouncil Decision 1032.
http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=2 | &mid=5864
Communication[@ommission[Affirms[‘Open[hearts,[@penthinds,[@penldoors’:
(AStatement[fdom [the [General [@ommission[an [Gommunication [af[The [United Methodist
Church,[Nlovember [10,[2005) [hktp://www.umcom.org
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http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=1&mid=10171
http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=21&mid=5864
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Affirmation .wmoepexpenTvoicEFor:
UNITED METHODISTSIFORLESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER,[ANDIQUEER I CONCERNS

JOINAFFIRMATION FORAWEEKEND
OFRETREATAnd[RENEWAL

LABORDAY WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER14,2006

COMEIAND [EN/OYAITIME BWAY[EDRISPIRITUALIRENEWALIAND
SPIRITUALIGROWTHIHROUGHIEXXPERIENCESIQFIGODIAND
COMMUNITYIAROUND THETHEMEIQF
EMBODIEDIQUEERTHEOLOGY

Ourlrétreatiguides(willlbe
Rev.[JorettalMarshallldnd(Rev.[David[Meredith

Site{Lh[Shlle[Retreat[Center
Inlthe[fdothills [ofthe [Qzarks
Althirty[minute [dFive
From[the[St.[Lbuis,[MOldlrport

Watch website Www.umaffirm.orgland(upcominglnewsletters
forlregistrationldndlaither(details

Affirmation:[United [Methodists [fdr
Lesbian,[Gay,Bisexual,MransgenderlahdQueer[doncerns
PO [Box D2 ;[Evanston,I[6D204

www.umaffirm.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut
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